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Type material of newly discovered bee species will be housed in the National Collection of 
Insects (c/o Dr. Connal Eardley) in Pretoria. 
 
 
Collecting sites and dates 
 
Bees were collected at two sample sites from 8th August to 7th September 2011 on the farm 
Avontuur. The sites were on a dolerite hill (S31°16´02´´ E19°04´05´´) and in Fynbos 
(S31°16´18´´ E19°02´55´´). 
 
Due to the relatively cold and wet winter and because of other projects running in parallel 
there was little opportunity to further investigate the bee fauna of Avontuur. However, the late 
start of the flower season allowed to discover the unknown early flying males of a few 
species. 
 
The most remarkable discovery of this year was a single female of an undescribed species of 
the parasitic bee genus Eupetersia (see photo below). Species of Eupetersia are rarely 
collected and are most diverse in tropical and subtropical parts of Africa and Asia. This genus 
has not been collected in the South African winter rainfall region before und represents a 
substantial range extension. The nearest records of Eupetersia are from Mossel Bay (about 
400 km away) and from Eshowe (about 1200 km away). Host bees are generally unknown but 
on Avontuur the only bee species of suitable size is Patellapis (Zonalictus) spec. 1 that was 
found at the same place as Eupetersia. I will describe the new species as Eupetersia 
avontuurensis. Once published I will send you a reprint for your records. 
 
Another very interesting discovery is the undescribed species Lasioglossum ("Capalictus") 
"timmermanni". Like L. fynbosense that was also first discovered on Avontuur this year 
(originally described from specimens collected on the farm Engelsepunt a few km north of 
Avontuur) the new species belongs to the new subgenus "Capalictus". Finding a new 
subgenus in bees is an unusual discovery especially in the well studied genus Lasioglossum. 
"Capalictus" is a basal group of bees and has been recognized as something special by a 
combined study of morphology and molecular phylogeny in a joint project with colleagues 
from Belgium and the US. The subgenus seems to be endemic to the winter rainfall region 
and four of the about five currently known species are known from the Bokkeveld. 
 



 
 
Eupetersia "avontuurensis" spec. nov. 
 
 
The recent discoveries show that the bee fauna of Avontuur is very rich including species of 
outstanding scientific interest. The discovery of further rare and undescribed species is to be 
expected. Thus, I would like to continue the investigation in the next years to get additional 
material especially of the new species to study individual variation. 
 



List of bee species collected in 2011 
 
Dolerite hill 
 
Genus (Subgenus) Species Autor 
Afroheriades spec. GG  
Hoplitis (Anthocopa) aff. ogilviae  
Patellapis (Chaetalictus) minima (Friese) 
Xylocopa rufitarsis Lepeletier 
 
 
Fynbos 
 
Genus (Subgenus) Species Autor 
Afroheriades spec. GG  
Colletes testaceipes Friese 
Eupetersia (Eupetersia) "avontuurensis" sp. n. 
Lasioglossum ("Capalictus") "timmermanni" sp. n. 
Lasioglossum ("Capalictus") fynbosense (Pauly, Timmermann & Kuhlmann) 
Patellapis (Chaetalictus) disposita (Cameron) 
Patellapis (Patellapis) bidentata Timmermann 
Patellapis (Patellapis) communis (Smith) 
Patellapis (Zonalictus) pearsoni (Cockerell) 
Patellapis (Zonalictus) spec. 1  
Scrapter albitarsis (Friese) 
Scrapter lobus Davies 
Scrapter niger Lepeletier & Serville 
Scrapter nitidus (Friese) 
Scrapter spec. MK 6 ?  
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